
At All Saints Church we were delighted to welcome many villagers to our special 

autumn services, Harvest and Remembrance. 

The highlight of Harvest was Clare Leggott talking about the past year at Rectory 

Farm and all the ups and downs of present day farming. She told us about the 

crops she is growing in the fields to the south of the village, with the successes 

and failures, and about her own cows and the pigs she looks after for another 

farmer.  

Our Carol Service will be on Sunday 21
st
 December at 6.00pm and we hope that 

many will attend. As we have no heating in church (wrap up well and bring your 

hot water bottles!), we are hoping to serve hot mulled (non-alcoholic) wine with 

warm mince pies as people arrive, and afterwards the Club will be open for drinks 

and more mince pies. As usual we will be collecting toiletries for the Newark Em-

maus Trust, to give to new young residents, some of whom will have left home 

and come to the Trust with just a few belongings in a plastic carrier bag. For Har-

vest, Remembrance, and for the Carol Service we will be hearing our new pipe 

organ, played by Brian West, who found and helped to procure this organ for us, 

as a gift from another church. If you haven’t yet done so, why not pop into church 

(usually open from approx 10 am to 4pm) to see it? 

In January we will have out Annual Service for ‘Plough Sunday’ at Rectory Farm. 

We have a service in their (large!) kitchen cum dining room, then go out to see 

and bless the ploughs and cows, and Clare will give some explanations. Please 

join us, wrapping up well and with suitable footwear, especially if it is icy.   

There is no news about a replacement for Rev Sara for our group of 10 parishes 

with 13 church buildings, and we are carrying on as best as we can. If you would 

like to have a baptism, wedding or funeral in church, please contact the Rural 

Dean, Canon Geraldine Pond on 07930 353316 or at gerald-

ine@geraldinepond.com.  

Blessings to you all! Love, joy, peace ---- 

Canon Valerie (01636 626 665 and valerie.rampton64@gmail.com) 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Page 2 Christmas Collections 
 Page 3 NKDC—food recycling  
 Page 4 Pipe Organ for All Saints Church 
 Page 5 LGR….it’s coming your way…….   
 Page 6,7 Social Club events……………... 
          Page 8 A Flower That Grew From Devastation 
 Page 9 Pot hole trials have begun………….. 
 Page 10 Job vacancy 
 Page 11 A letter to the Prime Minister………………. 
 Page 12 Church news 

The Beckingham             

& Sutton Bugle 
    December  2025 

Beckingham  and Sutton Village News and Information  

    Page 1     Page 12 

mailto:geraldine@geraldinepond.com
mailto:geraldine@geraldinepond.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Page 2     Page 11 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Page 10     Page 3 

 

All Saints Church, Beckingham is 
cleaned once a month, prior to the Service 
being held on the following Sunday.  
 
We really are in need of another person 
(female or male) to help us with the clean-
ing of the Church.  
 
It takes us 2 hours for the general Services 
and up to 4 hours for the special Services: 
Easter, Harvest Festival, Remembrance 
Day and Christmas.  
 

These special Services usually require the Church to be decorated, which can 
take some time to complete. It is not a huge amount of time spent cleaning, but it 
is a huge amount of effort which is why we are now asking for help. 

Please contact me at: jcmartin0448@gmail.com with your response. 

Thank you so much.' 

Thanks, Jean 

 

 

 

 

 

………..……………..…...found on our website at  

   beckinghamvillage.co.uk 

 
For more village news and to stay up to date with the latest Parish Council business 

visit the Village website at: www.beckinghamvillage.co.uk 

mailto:jcmartin0448@gmail.com
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Pipe Organ for All Saints Church, Beckingham 

Round about the millennium the church closed for 7 years. Pigeons infested the 
church and when it reopened we had to get rid of organ as pigeon poo was in all 
the pipes, so the organ was condemned as a health hazard and was removed. 
We had a series of electronic organs that didn’t last long in the cold and damp 
conditions in church and have had to rely on organists bringing portable key-
boards to play at our Services. 

One of these organists, Brian West earlier this year spotted that the church of St 
Helens Burgh on Bain, in the north of the diocese, wanted to get rid of their pipe 
organ. They were turning the church into a community centre for the village and 
needed the organ space. They will use an electronic organ instead. They wanted 
to give away their pipe organ to a church in Lincolnshire, as it was built by a well-
known Lincolnshire organ builder, Cousans of Lincoln, established in 1877. This 
means it is an organ which was built to 
cope with the Lincolnshire weather. 
(And Beckingham weather in a church 
with no heating!). 

Brian immediately thought of Becking-
ham as a church with an organ space, 
but no pipe organ, and investigated. It 
was found to fit into the existing organ 
space in our church. St Helen’s were 
prepared to GIVE it to us, for the cost 
of moving it. If we, or no other Lincoln-
shire church wanted it, it would be sold 
overseas. We applied for permission 
from the diocese to put in the organ 
and this was granted.  The very rea-
sonable cost of moving it has been 
met by donations (notably from the 
late Vic Rampton), so the very tight 
budget that the church has to work to 
has not been affected. 

Currently (mid October) the organ 
builder is installing it, and expects it to 
be in place for our Remembrance Day service on Sunday 9 November.  

This means that we will have a good organ in place and hope that this will help 
when people are thinking of using the church for baptisms, weddings, or funerals 
or other events. We will have a wider choice of organists as we will no longer be 
dependant on having an organist with a portable keyboard. We’re hoping to have 
a Songs of Praise in memory of Vic, at a date to be arranged, with Brian West 
giving the concert.  
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Remembrance Day 
Each year on the 11th of November, millions pause in silence to mark the moment 
when the First World War ended in 1918. At 11 a.m., the guns finally fell silent across 
the Western Front after four years of unimaginable destruction. This single moment 
has become one of the most solemn and significant observances in the Common-
wealth and beyond—known today as Remembrance Day. 

A Flower That Grew From Devastation 

After some of the bloodiest battles of the war—particularly in Flanders, Belgium—
the churned earth, ash, and rubble created the perfect conditions for red poppies to 
bloom. These flowers were often the first signs of life to emerge on the devastated 
frontlines. Canadian doctor Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, moved by the sight of 
poppies growing among soldiers’ graves, wrote the famous poem In Flanders Fields 
(1915). It became one of the most powerful literary symbols of the war. His words 
inspired the poppy as a lasting emblem of remembrance. 

Different Poppies and Their Meanings 

While the red poppy is the best known, several variations exist—each with its own 
message of remembrance: 

  Red Poppy Honours military personnel who have died in war.Symbolises sacri-
fice, remembrance, and hope. 

⚪ White Poppy Created by the Peace Pledge Union in 1933.  Represents peace, 
non-violence, and remembrance for all victims of war—military and civilian. 

⚔Purple Poppy Honours the animals who served and died in war.This includes 
horses, mules, donkeys, dogs, pigeons, camels, and even elephants.They carried am-
munition, delivered messages, provided transport, comfort, and lifesaving assis-
tance. 

“Lest we forget does not mean lest we remem-
ber—it means we must remember.” 

For those who serve—whether in the military, fire 
service, ambulance, police, or RNLI—there is a bond 
forged that cannot be easily described. It is a sense 
of unity, trust, and loyalty that grows stronger un-
der pressure. It is a feeling of belonging, of standing 
for something greater than oneself.  

All contributions for the next Beckingham Bugle welcome. The deadline for the 

next March 2026 issue is March 11th 2026 
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